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Eastern students, faculty
produce biomass, biodiesel
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FIRE

Postponed
proposals to
be voted on
By Stephanie Markham
Staff Reporter

DOMINIC BAIMA | DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Firefighter/Paramedic Bruce Gubbins and Firefighter/Paramedic Rob Plummer work on prying open the hood of a gray Pontiac Grand Prix
owned by Kelsie Schneck, a junior family and consumer science major, Tuesday in the Hampton building parking lot at University Court. The
cause of the fire was undetermined.

Car catches fire outside of University Court
By Amy Wywialowski
Assistant Daily Editor

Shortly after 10 a.m. Wednesday, a gray Pontiac Grand Prix caught fire outside of the Hampton
building in University Court beside the Newman
Catholic Center.
The car was parked in a space facing the apartment building.
Natasha Cox, a junior elementary education
major, lives in an apartment on the second floor of
the building. Cox said she was sitting in her room
right above where the car was located when she
smelled smoke.
“I smelled smoke and looked outside and saw
the car on fire,” Cox said. “I was going to call 911

but saw someone outside on their phone.”
The University Police and Charleston Fire departments arrived on the scene at about 10:10 a.m.
to put out the fire and told residents to evacuate,
despite the fact that the fire alarm had not gone
off.
Residents of the building were allowed to re-enter at 10:25 a.m.
“I was shocked and worried about my car,” Cox
said.
Her car was also parked in the lot.
Firefighters were unable to open the hood of the
car without the aid of tools and ended up using a
sledgehammer and saw. They also broke the driver’s
side window in order to gain better access to the fire.
The fire was contained to the front of the car.

Detective Kent Martin, who is in charge of investigations for the UPD, said the fire seemed to
be accidental. The cause of the fire was later ruled
undetermined.
“It appears to have started somewhere in the engine area,” Martin said. “There doesn’t appear have
been any foul play.”
The department called the owner of vehicle,
Kelsie Schneck, a junior family and consumer sciences major, but she did not answer her
phone.
“A police officer came into my class in McAfee
and said they needed to talk to me,” Schneck
said. “They told me my car was on fire, and I just
thought ‘oh my gosh, what do I do?’”
FIRE, page 5

GOVERNMENT

UPI to address pension reform
By Rachel Rodgers
News Editor

With the General Assembly’s lame duck
session nearing and the pension reform topic looming, the University Professionals of
Illinois Local 4100 will prepare by bringing
a speaker to campus Thursday.
John Miller, the statewide UPI legislative/
political director and the president of Western Illinois University’s UPI chapter, will
present the “Protecting our Pensions” talk at
4 p.m. in the Lumpkin Hall Auditorium.
His presentation will focus on what pension issues state employees will be facing
and how they can prepare to combat them

in the lame duck session in January.
Ann Fritz, the president of Eastern’s UPI
chapter and a biological sciences professor,
said Miller’s position allows him to interact
with legislators and have unique insight on
the ongoing pension reform debate in the
state.
Miller also serves as the vice president for
the Illinois Federation of Teachers and collaborates with lobbyists, she added.
A pension reform issue expected to be part
of the conversation includes those directly
affecting higher education, such as shifting
normal costs to public universities, community colleges and local school districts.
Normal costs are determined by a formula

that calculates benefits earned from the employee’s performed service each year.
Miller’s presentation is also likely to address general concerns like how legislators
might try to evade the Illinois Constitution
when altering benefits, said assistant history
professor Jonathan Coit.
According to Article 8, Section 5, of
the Illinois State Constitution, “membership in any pension or retirement system of
the State, any unit of local government or
school district, or any agency or instrumentality thereof, shall be an enforceable contractual relationship, the benefits of which
shall not be diminished or impaired.”
PENSION, page 5

The Council on Academic Affairs will decide Thursday whether or not to approve two
study abroad proposals that have been circulating amongst campus governing bodies since February 2012.
The council will also vote on two course proposals from the School of Technology during its
meeting at 2 p.m. in Room 4440 in Booth Library.
One study abroad proposal would revise the
undergraduate catalog to create a general education requirement where students could pair
a study abroad experience with “STA 4000G:
Study Abroad Capstone” in place of senior seminar.
Another proposal is a revision of the STA
4000G course that was originally approved by
the council in May 2012.
Larry White, the chairman of the council, said
the they originally postponed voting on the study
abroad proposals because they did not follow
proper procedure.
“Because it’s a modification of general education requirements, there’s a CAA bylaw that it
has to be discussed by other governing bodies,”
White said. “Our philosophy is to let everyone
know what’s going on.”
Before voting on these changes, the council
will review communications from various departments stating its opinions, including various curriculum committees and the Honors College.
Of the 13 submitted reviews, three oppose the
proposals. The opposition comes from the Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning,
the College of Arts and Humanities Curriculum
Committee and the Honors College.
In correspondence from the Honors College,
John Stimac, the dean of the Honors College,
and Heather Jia, chairperson of the honors council, stated why they disagree with the proposal.
Stimac and Jia wrote that approving the new
course would undermine the purpose of the senior seminar by allowing students to take a
course that could fall under their major.
The council will also review information submitted by the director of study abroad, Wendy
Williamson, including the minutes from meetings with the Faculty Senate, the Student Senate
and numerous curriculum committees where she
discussed the proposals.
The information will also include Williamson’s
responses to various concerns with the proposals
and a statement from the Association of American Colleges and Universities explaining integrative learning.
Along with voting on the study abroad option,
the council will also hear a presentation concerning
possible new classes to the School of Technology.
Deborah Woodley, the chairperson of the
School of Technology, will present proposals for a new course “OPD 4864: Strengthbased Organizational and Professional Development Methods” and revised course “CTE
3405: Seminar in Teaching Business Education.”
These proposals were scheduled for a vote last
week, but the council tabled them to be discussed
during this meeting because of time restrictions.
If approved, both courses would be available in
the Fall 2013 semester.
Stephanie Markham can
be reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
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EIU weather Student deals with nontraditional route
TODAY

Foggy
High: 54°
Low: 37°

FRIDAY

Mostly Sunny
High: 61°
Low: 41°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.

ONLINE
Check out a collection of tweets
and photos of reactions to the election at the local and national level
at dailyeasternnews.com.
Managing Editor Ashley Holstrom blogged
about why copy editors matter in a newsroom.
Read it at crookedprose.wordpress.com.

EastErn nEws
“Tell the tr u th a n d don’ t b e a f ra i d . ”
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"Tell the truth and
don't be afraid."

By Samantha McDaniel
Daily Editor

A 45-minute commute, the
weather, home life and class availability are all things that stand in the way
of one nontraditional student and
her degree.
Crystal Trotter, a junior political
science major, commutes from Paris, Ill., every day she has work or class
on campus.
Trotter said she has run into issues
with being a nontraditional student,
like the financial issues of commuting and scheduling her class in a certain time period.
She said she originally moved
from Tennessee, where she attended
school for a while before moving to
Illinois.
Trotter is the mother of three children: Austin, 13, Karleigh, 9, and
Noah, 8.
She said she tries to be active on
campus by working and being a part
of the Student Supreme Court.
“It’s crucial for a career, especially for an older student,” Trotter said.
“By the time I get through with all
the school I want, I’ll be close to 40
years old, and without that experience, it’s harder to get a job.”
She said she is also active in her
community by being a member of
the United States Humane Society and a foster parent of the Edgar
County Humane Association.
On top of the organizations
Trotter is a member of, she is also
the Room Mom for her daughters
fourth-grade class.
“Over all that, I am a mother; that
comes first,” Trotter said.
Trotter said because of her children, she has faced difficulty completing her degree.
“It’s going to take me almost five
years to complete my degree,” Trotter
said. “I’ve had to drop some classes
this semester; it’s just harder.”
Trotter said she has run into problems with the weather or issues that
stop her from attending her class.
She said the real issues she has

commuting is the amount of gas it
takes to get back and forth. She said
it take one-quarter of a tank to commute a day.
Trotter said increasing the nontraditional voice on campus will help
the school alleviate issues they have.
“Nontraditional students have different needs than traditional students
have, but I don’t think a lot of offices
are aware of that—professors are not
aware of that because the majority of
students are in their late teens, early
20s,” Trotter said.
She said one issue is online classes.
Online classes are important to nontraditional students, especially those
who are farther away because they allow them to take classes without the
commute, she added.
Trotter said she has taken all but
one of the online classes available
within her degree and will have to be
on campus more.
“That’s a vital key to me being
successful on this campus and having three children and being a room
mom and all the other things I do,”
Trotter said.
Trotter said she has to have her
children at school by 8 a.m. and
has to leave campus by 2 p.m. to be
home when they get out.
She said she has difficulty making
the classes she needs fit into this specific time period, which is why she
prefers online classes.
After being a mother, Trotter said
she is more determined to do something with her degree.
“There is more determination
there now than there was 10 years
ago because I have to be responsible;
I have a family to take care of,” Trotter said.
She said one of the main of the
reasons she is active is to help increase the nontraditional voice on
campus.
“If you don’t speak up, nothing
ever gets done,” Trotter said. “I
think there are a lot of areas that
nontraditional students can get involved in.”
Trotter said there needs to be a

SAMANTHA MCDANIEL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Crystal Trotter, a junior political science major, sits in the Bachlors in
General Science Office Wednesday in Blair Hall. Trotter is a nontraditioinal student with three children who commutes from Paris, Ill.

push for ways nontraditional students farther away to be active on
campus.
She said one example would be
to have them participate in organizations through video conferences.
“We have students who are in
the military who are taking classes from another country and oth-

er states too,” Trotter said. “It’s not
fair for one of them trying to get
even a political science degree or
whatever kind of degree; it’s hard
for them to get the experience
they need.”
Samantha McDaniel
can be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Senate discuss Blue Unite, tree planting
By Samantha McDaniel
Daily Editor

The spirit rally “Blue Unite”
will support the Eastern football
team on Saturday.
The Student Senate members
discussed the different contests
they are going to have for Eastern
students and children during their
meeting Wednesday.
Ashley Aardsma, the student affairs committee chairwoman and
a senior kinesiology and sports
studies major, said they will be
having contests during the games.
Students can enter the contest

“Are you better than Billy?” to
show their school spirit.
Student Senate members will
have a sign-up sheet at the student entrance to O’Brien Stadium.
Aardsma said a member will
take a picture, and the top three
who are showing the most school
spirit will be taken down to the
track during the first 30-second
timeout of the third quarter.
Each person will dance for five
seconds, and the audience will
cheer for the person they believe
should win.
Student Body President Kaci

Abolt, a senior communication
studies major, said she is excited to see the atmosphere of the
game.
The Student Senate also voted to purchase a tree that will be
planted on campus.
The tree and labor to plant it
will cost $250, and a stone with
the student government logo on it
will cost $138.
Abolt said the location has not
been picked yet.
The Student Senate tabled a
resolution to spend $160 for expenses to send members of the
Student Action Team to Spring-

field to lobby on Eastern’s behalf.
Elections for Student Senate
members for next semester will be
Monday and Tuesday.
Abolt said an email will be sent
out to all the students with a link
to the polls.
Samantha McDaniel can be
reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.
An extended version of
this story is available at
dailyeasternnews.com

Sufi Meditation
QSFA.org

spiritualhealing@qsfa.org

“Your task is not to seek for love, but merely to
seek and find all the barriers within yourself that
you have built against it.” -Rumi
Come, try meditation! Free sessions at:
8:00pm Every Friday, Clubhouse, University Village
Apts., Charleston, IL
9:30am Every Saturday, Strawberry Friends, Urbana,
IL

C ampus

News Editor
Rachel Rodgers
217 • 581 • 2812
DENnewsdesk@gmail.com
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Professor documents
Oregon music store
Students, faculty
gather to watch film
by Eastern professor
By Joanna Leighton
Staff Reporter

SUBMIT TED PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

President Bill Perry and Karen Gaines, the chair of the biology department, work with students to plant poplar
trees near the Renewable Energy Center in April. The poplar trees will be harvested in the next few years to see if
they can provide better fuel for operating the Renewable Energy Center.

Eastern students, faculty
produce biomass, biodiesel
By Robyn Dexter
In-depth Editor

Eastern’s biological sciences department is collaborating with the efforts of
the Renewable Energy Center to promote a greener future for the university.
Karen Gaines, the head of the department, said the department got involved with sustainability after the Renewable Energy Center was built.
Gaines said Eastern had been burning coal, which was not at all sustainable and was bad for the environment.
“We knew we had an opportunity to
not only be green, but to leverage the
project to teach our students as well,”
she said. “As the energy center was being built, we were building curriculum
and new programs.”
In the technology department, a
concentration in renewable energy was
developed and works hand-in-hand
with the College of Sciences.
“Our students really wanted to get involved in sustainable energy so we made
a minor in the College of Sciences in sustainability,” she said. “We also developed
a graduate program, which focuses on
training students to be involved in all aspects of renewable energy.”
Gaines said Blair Lord, the provost
and vice president for academic affairs,
gave the project a faculty line specifically for biomass, which is organic material that can be used as fuel.
Tom Canam, an assistant biology professor, has been working closely with Eastern’s biomass efforts and is working to
keep his students involved in the process.
Canam works with the Center for
Clean Energy Research and Education,

which encompasses many departments
working for sustainability.
“I have four students in my graduate class from the CENCERE program
and another seven from biology,” he
said. “It’s called Bio Energy and Bio Resources, and we cover different kinds of
biomass and biodiesel.”
Canam is also working on his own
research, which deals with biomass
crops.
Gaines said Eastern currently burns
woodchips as fuel, and since they must
be imported from other areas, this
project is trying to reduce and change
the type of fuel burned.
Canam’s project aims to provide
new materials that are more local and
easier to obtain for use in the Renewable Energy Center.
“I picked a few of the more promising bio energy crops like poplar and
miscanthus, which is a popular Japanese grass growing around (Charleston) and a native grass called switchgrass,” he said. “I planted them on
campus next to the center, which includes 1,400 poplar trees and an acre
of each type of grass.”
Canam said he will let the grasses
and trees grow for a few years, then assess their growth patterns and harvest
them to see what produces the most
biomass per unit area.
Gaines said she believes theses efforts will lead to energy solutions on
campus and in Charleston.
“We’re developing a curriculum
and research program and hoping
we’ll solve our own problems,” she
said. “Not a lot of universities have
that, and we can show that we need to

change our energy problems locally as
well as nationally.”
Gaines said she has a lot of faith in
the program and is excited for where
the program is going.
Dan Johnson, a biological sciences instructor and research leader for
CENCERE, said he has a group of
students working to improve Eastern’s
energy resources through biodiesel.
“We have a small processing unit
here in the Biological Sciences Building, and we’re working with Thomas
Hall to collect all of their waste vegetable oil from the food service,” he
said. “We’re collecting that oil (about
15 gallons a week) and converting it to
biodiesel.”
Johnson said he usually has about
two students per semester helping with
the biodiesel production.
“We actually power our wildlife research vehicle with the biodiesel we
produce,” he said.
Johnson said he and his students
have collected oil in other locations
throughout the community, including
the Moose Lounge and Chinese restaurants.
Johnson said the biodiesel production saves Eastern about $15,000 to
$20,000 on fuel prices.
“We get charged to take the oil
away from campus so we can reduce
our disposal fees,” he said. “We’re also
preparing students for everything to
come in the future by involving them
in these processes.”
Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu.

A small-town record store in Eugene, Ore., was the subject of a documentary screened in the lecture
hall of the Doudna Fine Arts Center Wednesday.
Students, faculty and community members gathered to watch the
screening of one of Eastern’s own.
David Gracon, an assistant communication studies professor, said
he filmed this documentary from
2006-2008 and edited in 2012.
He said after his favorite record
store in Buffalo, N.Y., closed in
2006, he was inspired to find another store that made him feel the
same way and see if they were struggling as much.
Gracon said he learned to appreciate stores like the House of
Records because he comes from a
working-class family.
He said he grew up going to
thrift shops and garage sales.
Gracon said if it were not for the
music that he sought comfort from
through record stores, he would not
be at Eastern Wednesday.
The House of Records is a store
situated in a house from the 1900s,
much like the store from Gracon’s
childhood, that was established in
1971.
Gracon chose to do his dissertation on the atmosphere of a record
store where LPs, tapes and CDs are
sold.
“Visually, I think this film is a
much better method for capturing
the quirkiness, humor and the idiosyncratic atmosphere of the record store, much more so than my
written research could possibly do,”
Gracon said.
The documentary followed the
owner, workers and customers that
frequent the record store.
Many stories, from ghosts to
robberies to even the small things
found in the sleeves of records, were
told through the one-hour documentary.
Sherry Walker, a secretary for
the communication studies department, said the film took her on a
trip down memory lane.
“It reminded me a lot about my
youth,” she said. “I could smell the
records and remember spending
hours going through stacks.”
Walker said there was nothing
like bringing a record home and
playing it for the first time.
Gracon has screened the docu-

“Visually, I think this
film is a much better
method for capturing
the quirkiness, humor
and the idiosyncratic
atmosphere of the
record store, much
more so than my
written research
could possibly do,”
David Gracon, assistant
communication
studies professor

mentary in Oregon and Washington.
He said he was excited to finally
screen it at Eastern after many people had asked him when he was getting around to it.
Gracon said he hopes to keep
screening the film and eventually
get it on Netflix.
The audience accepted the film
well, with frequent laughter and applause before and after.
Eric Tyler, a senior communication studies major, said he really enjoyed the idea behind the film.
“It was a good representation of
underground culture in America,”
he said.
“And (it was) a great example of
how local businesses are essential in
community culture,” he said.
In the film, a staff member said, “A
record store is like an oyster, except
guaranteed to have a pearl inside.”
More than 3,000 record stores
have closed in the last decade, according to Gracon’s documentary.
Austin Seaver, a senior recreation administration major, said besides the music being a little loud at
times, he liked the film.
“I really enjoyed how it was personal, like you knew the people,”
Seaver said.
Michael Janowski, a graduate student, said the film showed a different perspective on the music world.
“Being a huge audiophile myself,
I feel this was something I could
identify with,” he said.
Gracon said with this documentary, he hopes to show the large
spectrum of music outside the range
of mainstream music that stores like
The House of Records are working
to promote.
Joanna Leighton can
be reached at 581-2812
or jlleighton@eiu.edu.

LOL C AFÉ

University Board to bring comedy duo to campus
Staff Report

As a part of the University Board’s
“LOL Café,” the group with host comedy duo “Carlie and Doni” at 7 p.m.
Thursday.
It will take place at the 7th Street
Underground of the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.
Carlie Mantilla and Doni Carley,
have been friends for seven years, and
their show is known as “musical comedy,” meaning they perform comedy-

based music, according the group’s website,
Along with music, the group has also
recently created a cartoon series on their
website called “Miami Mermaids.”
They have preformed at various college and comedy clubs in California
and were voted the “best comedians in
Los Angeles for 2011” by Los Angeles
Magazine.
Stephanie Cianciolo, the UB comedy coordinator, said the comedians
make a good team.

“I watched some of their videos and
they were really funny together, and
seemed to get the audience involved,”
Cianciolo said.
She said she will also give away a gift
card and comedy DVD at Thursday’s
performance.
“I prepare the little things for the
event, like if I am going to have popcorn or giveaways, things like that,” she
said.
Danny Turano, a senior sociology
major and the UB chairman, said the

group was chosen by the summer programming committee.
“They are a group of former UB
members so they have experience, and I
trust their judgment,” Turano said.
Cianciolo said she never quite knows
what will happen at a show or what the
comedians will perform.
“I am not too sure. We will have to
wait and see,” she said.
Turano said attendance at the comedy programs vary but has been down
this year because of lower student en-

rollment.
“It can range from 35 to 50 people
or 50 to 75,” Turano said.
Despite the change in attendance,
Turano said the goal of the shows remains the same.
“Comedy always gets a good response because people are always interested in comedy clubs and things
like ‘Saturday Night Live,’” Turano said. “I think it helps us get away
from our troubles for a while and just
enjoy the comedians’ jokes.”

O piniOns

Opinions Editor
Seth Schroeder
217 • 581 • 2812
DENopinions@gmail.com
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Social issues Democracy is more than just the election
important,
affect the
economy
Greg Sainer

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of
staff editorials focused on political issues we
think the president should make a priority.

With the 2012 election finished, the staff
of The Daily Eastern News would like to
see our newly reelected president deal with
some of the social issues around the country.
Yes, the economy is a priority, but there
are other issues that need to be worked on
as well.
These include things like equal pay in the
work force between men and women, the
reproductive rights of women, and the right
of gay marriage, just to name a few.
We feel that these issues are equally
important because they are directly related
to the state of the economy.
By giving people the equality they
deserve, we can create optimism about the
United States, which is lacking.
The idea that improving social issues will
boost the economy may seem a little farfetched, but according to the article “Happiness and its Effect on Economic Development and Business Profitability” in the Illinois Business Law Journal, happiness can
help economic growth within a society.
The article states that happier people are
more productive in the workplace and productivity leads to company growth and then
economic growth.
By working on social issues, the people
affected will be happier and more optimistic. This optimism will also boost the average person’s interest in what is going on
politically and economically.
By making individuals feel like they have
an equal stake in society, their self-worth is
validated. This validation often helps people
contribute to society as a whole.
Throughout the election process, many
individuals claimed they were not going to
vote because they felt they could not change
anything. They felt their vote would not
matter.
This can be fixed by dealing with social
issues: By bridging the gap between the
rich and the poor, fixing the wage inequality of men and women, letting women have
rights over their own reproductive organs.
By allowing people to marry whomever they
choose.
When people are allowed to live how
they want to live, they will become more
immersed in the society they live in.
A focus on working on the issues of our
country will help people become inspired to
care again. They will be interested in voting
because they will feel like full members of
their society and they will feel like their vote
will matter. They will have an added investment in their country.
If we choose to leave things how they are,
nothing will improve.

The DAILY
EASTERN NEWS

“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor in Chief
Elizabeth Edwards

News Editor
Rachel Rodgers

Managing Editor Associate News Editor
Ashley Holstrom Nike Ogunbodede
Online Editor
Sara Hall

Opinions Editor
Seth Schroeder

The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.

Hard fought and barely won, the 2012 presidential election marathon is finally over.
Needless to say, my chosen candidate did not
win on Tuesday. Some might say Barack Obama’s
reelection is a vindication of his presidency and
policy decisions, but I think it’s hardly a feasible
conclusion to make.
What will perhaps remain the strangest historical
tidbit about the 2012 election is that the balance of
power in Washington did not change: The Democrats hold the White House and the Senate; the Republicans hold the House of Representatives.
Essentially, a sliver of a majority of the American electorate has chosen to maintain the political status quo, meaning we can expect more of the
same quarrels and “petty partisanship” that everyone calls for an end to after every election.
I may not like that fact, but that’s the way
things are.
That is the nature and the beauty of American
democracy: We can oppose each other’s politics,
sometimes more vehemently than others, and still
conduct peaceful transitions of power without the
threat of descending into some barbaric cycle of
violence. We are truly are spoiled, aren’t we?

All of this aside, the most constant complaint
that will continue in our national consciousness
will be that “nothing will ever get done” because
of “partisanship.” To put it bluntly, nothing is ever
going to truly “change” if the only time 120 million or so people state their ultimate opinion is by
voting in the presidential election.
This is an exhortation that has been repeated a
thousand times, but if our form of democracy is
going to work, then it must truly be a participatory democracy. Since America has chosen President
Obama to oversee the executive branch of our
federal government again, it is therefore our responsibility to hold him and Congress responsible
for their political actions, past, present and future.

More importantly, however, it is our responsibility to pay actual attention to the issues that
are being discussed, and I will go further by saying that we must not only trust in the news media’s recitation of facts or stories about the controversies surrounding a particular issue. Personal attainment of the facts and understanding of the situational context is possible thanks to the increasingly prevalent society of Internet-based information sharing.
But as I basically said before, expecting that our
democratic republic’s politics will become warm
and fuzzy just because we increase our attention
and awareness levels is a pipe dream.
As a conservative, I will likely continue to oppose much of what President Obama and his
Democrat allies in Congress will try to push over
the next few years, but I don’t believe America will
cease to exist because I disagree with another human being. Hopefully, more and more people will
have a similar mindset.
Greg Sainer is a senior communication studies
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 or
denopinions@gmail.com.
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COLUMN

Notre Dame, section 121, row 7, seat 2

There is a university in South Bend, Ind.,
where everything seems brighter, more promising
and regal than the image of the world most people get elsewhere.
Its campus — home to a golden dome, majestic church and Touchdown Jesus — is filled with
students, alums and fans who support their football team as religiously as their faith.
My brother, two friends and I went on this Saturday pilgrimage to see the football team. We intended to see an undefeated Fighting Irish football
team we’ve supported since birth that has been in
our family since our grandpa grew up and went to
school there in the 1940s.
My siblings and I (my brother and a sister, who
lives in L.A.) were raised right to the extent that
we were taught to love this university and its football team with every fiber of our being. Having
lived by this for 22 years, I can’t see any other way
of doing things.
It’d be wrong to say we care about this university
more than family, but it’s accurate that the school is
a part of our family. It’s in the McNamee blood.
Not a day goes by that my brother and I don’t
at least send a text to one another about the football team, its recruits, what a player tweeted, or
something the coach said during his presser.
We’d been to the season opener last year — a

Alex McNamee
game delayed for hours by thunderstorms — and
a game years ago when we were kids. But this was
the first time my brother and I were leading the
trip to South Bend. And it turned out to be probably the greatest experience of my life.
All the pieces fell into place the whole day. The
morning featured tailgate-made sausage, egg and
cheese biscuits.
We walked onto campus and into an overwhelming atmosphere — one that isn’t a typical college feel
whatsoever. The campus is its own world, the name
of the university replacing the name of the town depending on what website you visit.
There, on gamedays, players dress in a suit and
tie and go to the on-campus church that looks
like it was taken right out of a European postcard.
They say a prayer as a team before walking across
campus, in the middle of a gallery of cheering

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.
They must be less than 250 words.

fans, to the stadium.
My friend Darren commented at one point
and added extra emphasis to the campus culture at the school (his brother, Kyle, was seeing
the school for the first time): “People here go to
church before games to pray for wins!” Of course,
this was both sarcastic and realistic.
Finally, we got to the stadium and the game began. Our seats, in an endzone, faced the school library, which is masked by a mural of Jesus (known
as Touchdown Jesus because of the position of his
arms) peaking over the top of the stadium rim –—
thought to be watching over God’s team.
The team’s gold helmets sparkle in the sunlight
like nothing you’ve ever seen, the stadium always
sells out (231 consecutive games), the crowd’s always a ruckus — led by the best student section
in the country.
The game wasn’t easy on the heart (and definitely not the blowout we asked for), but it was a
triple overtime victory against all odds. It turned
out to be one of the best games I’ve ever seen.
My voice? Shot. My legs? Frozen. My hair?
Standing up on end. My heart? Full.
This place is the University of Notre Dame.
Alex McNamee is a senior journalism major. He can
be reached at 581-2812 or denopinions@gmail.com.

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811
Buzzard Hall.
Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author’s EIU e-mail address
to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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DOUDNA FINE ARTS CENTER

Professor to analyze lives of authors
By Stephanie Markham
Staff Reporter

A professor from Wilkes University will analyze the lives of three World
War II authors Thursday.
J. Michael Lennon, a non-fiction
writer and professor of English at Wilkes University, will be explicating the
lives, writings, friendships and fallingout of three authors who all were World
War II veterans.
Lennon will present “James Jones,
Norman Mailer and William Styron—
The Three Best Young Writers in America, 1952” from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the
Lecture Hall of the Doudna Fine Arts
Center.
Lennon said he will read excerpts
from the biography he wrote about the
life of Mailer during his lecture.
“I’ve got some really interesting stories about Mailer and Jones and Styron
and their friendship and how unusual it
was for probably the three most famous
young writers in America to be good
friends,” he said.
He said the biography, which he has
been working on for 10 years, will be
published next fall.
He said composing Mailer’s biography consisted of intensive half-day interviews, reading all of his books and
50,000 letters while placing himself in
settings familiar to his subject to attain
the same perspective.
“It’s sort of like leading another life,”
Lennon said.
Lennon is also a co-founder of the
James Jones Literary Society, which
began in 1991 in Jones’ hometown of
Robinson, to appreciate the author’s
work and life.

Stop
flirting
with me...
Advertise
in the
DEN!!
217.581.2816

He said Jones is considered to have
written the best books representing
World War Americans because he incorporated a realistic account.
“It’s a huge struggle to write these
books—I mean he sweated blood, he
was starving, he cracked up, he had all
kinds of problems, but he persevered
and that just shows you what it takes
for somebody to write a book that’s going to be remembered,” he said.
“These are the writers that replaced
Hemingway and Fitzgerald and John
Steinbeck,” he said.
He said Mailer and Jones incited the
style of “new journalism” in which writers would tell stories using a first-person
perspective.
Many of their influential novels,
both fiction and non-fiction, were censored or banned when they were first
published.
“James Jones was the first person
to use ‘f---’ in a novel; the barriers
were falling,” Lennon said. “It was
a pretty rough world that he came
from, and he was really trying to
give us the deepest, darkest, toughest truths.”
Dana Ringuette, the chairman of
the English department, said the James
Jones Literary Society asked Eastern in
2007 if they were interested in creating an endowed James Jones Chair in
World War II Studies in English and
History.
Since then, the English department,
history department and the College of
Arts and Humanities have set a goal to
raise $1.5 million to establish the endowed chair.
He said the chair would provide for
courses, lectures and symposia to give
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PENSION, from
page 1

Coit, the chairman of the Political and Legislative Committee in
Eastern’s UPI chapter, stressed that
they want make sure their interests
are represented.
Miller’s presentation is geared toward UPI members, but anyone interested is welcome to attend, Fritz
said.
“All of this affects every single
employee on campus,” Fritz said.
Rachel Rodgers can
be reached at 581-2812
or rjrodgers@eiu.edu.

FIRE, from
page 1

help (students) learn a great deal about
those times.”

Schneck said she burst into tears
as she was transported to University
Court in a police car.
“The whole class stared at me as we
drove past, probably thinking ‘what
did she do?’” Schneck said.
Prior to the fire, Schneck’s friend,
Sarah Neill, a junior family and consumer sciences major, had driven the
car from the McAfee Gymnasium
to University Court and found out
about the fire when Schneck called
her.
“It was driving just fine,” Neill said.
“I’m kind of in shock right now.”
After the fire was extinguished, Schneck called her insurance company,
State Farm, and had the car towed.
“I called my dad, and he thought
I was joking about the whole thing,”
Schneck said.

Stephanie Markham can
be reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.

Amy Wywialowski can
be reached at 581-2812
or alwywialowski@eiu.edu

SUBMIT TED PHOTO

students insight about important literature and war.
“James Jones was one of the first
to write about war from an American
perspective and in a highly distinctive
way,” he said. “Studying his work will
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NOW RENTING
FOR THE
2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR!
Rent a House Before

Thanksgiving Break
and receive $100 off
your last months rent.

Great locations still available!
Visit www.hallbergrentals.com
or call Tom @ 708-772-3711 for more details or to schedule a showing
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©2011 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

C lassifieds
Announcements
SPENCE'S ON JACKSON - CHRISTMAS SWEATERS ARE HERE!! COME
IN!! OPEN 1-5 TUESDAY - SATURDAY!! 345-1469
__________________________11/8

Help wanted
Part-time bartenders needed! Flexible
hours. No experience necessary. call
217-841-3738.
_________________________11/13
Bartending! $250/day potential. No
experience necessary. Training available. 800-965-6520 ext 239.
_________________________12/10
Avon wants you! Easy earnings. $10
startup. Call today. Marlene Browning. 217-235-6634
_________________________12/10

Sublessors
Looking for woman to sublease Spring
2013. 1 private bedroom & bath. Water
paid / deposits paid. Sub-lessor willing
to negotiate rent. 847-234-3574
_________________________11/10

For rent
6,5,4 and 3 bedroom houses for rent
2013-14 school year. Close to campus.
dcburge@gmail.com (217)254-1311.
__________________________11/8
2, 3, 4, & 5 bedroom houses available
beginning August 1st 2013-14. All
close to campus. W/D available on site.
call for an appointment. 217-649-6508.
www.keslerodleproperties.com
__________________________11/8
GREAT LOCATIONS - Only A Few Left! 1,3, & 4 bedroom houses and apartments very close to campus. Bowers
Rentals - 345-4001.
__________________________11/9
3 BR Townhouse nearly new construction. Call 630-505-8374. Must see 9th &
Buchanan.
__________________________11/9
6 BR 3 BA Fall 2013 217-232-9595
EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________11/9
5 BR 3 BA for Fall 2013 217-232-9595
EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________11/9
Fall 2013 4 bedroom house 2 blocks
from campus. 2 full baths, W/D, dishwasher. Call or text (217)276-7003.
_________________________11/12
4, 5, or 6 bedroom houses for rent! 2
blocks off campus on 7th street. Efficiency available, some utilities paid!
217-728-8709
_________________________11/12
1 Bedroom apts. One is available now,
one is available December/January.
Good locations & rent 345-6967
_________________________11/13
6 bedroom, 2 bath home close to campus. $250/person. No pets.
217-345-5037.
_________________________ 11-14
3 bedroom homes $300/person, close
to campus. Trash & yard service included. No pets. 217-345-5037.
_________________________ 11-14
One and two bedroom apartments.
Furnished or unfurnished. Close to EIU.
All electric, AC. No pets. 345-7286
jwilliamsrentals.com.
_________________________11/15

For rent
Fall 2013-Houses 3,4,5,6 bedrooms.
$300-350 per person. Includes trash,
parking, laundry, AC. No pets.
345-7286 jwilliamsrentals.com.
_________________________11/15
Available January 2013. Nice one bedroom apartment. Good parking. Pet
friendly. Call Todd (217)840-6427.
_________________________11/16
Available June 2013. Nice one bedroom apartment. Good parking. Pet
friendly. Call Todd (217)840-6427.
_________________________11/16
Beautiful 1 & 2 bedroom penthouse
apts. available for next school year!
Huge bedrooms, walk-in closets, central A/C, fitness center, sun-deck, too
much to list, non-smokers only
815-600-3129 (leave message)
_________________________11/16
Right behind McHugh's. Very nice 2
and 3 bedroom, 2 bath apartments.
Cable and Internet included.
(217)493-7559 myeiuhome.com.
_________________________11/16
VERY NICE 6 BEDROOM, 2 BATH
HOUSE. ACROSS THE STREET FROM
O'BRIEN STADIUM WITH LARGE PRIVATE BACKYARD. myeiuhome.com
217-493-7559.
_________________________11/16
NICE 3 BEDROOM/2 BATH APT ON 9th,
ALL INCLUSIVE, FURNISHED, $465.00
PP 217.345.6210 www.eiprops.com
_________________________11/16
LOCATION LOCATION..3 or 4 BD 2/
BATH APT CLOSE TO LANTZ, ALL INCLUSIVE TV AND FURNISHED $485PP
217.345.6210 www.eiprops.com
_________________________11/16
1.5 BLOCKS FROM BUZZARD.....5 BD 2
BATH HOUSE, 2006 11TH, FURNISHED,
TV INCLUDED, LARGE PATIO/YARD,
217.345.6210 www.eiprops.com
_________________________11/16
5-6 BD/2BA SPIRAL STAIRS ALL UTILITIES PAID, 50 IN FLAT SCREEN AND
LEATHER FURNITURE 217.345.6210
www.eiprops.com
_________________________11/16
LOCATION LOCATION...Oh GIRLS THIS
ONES FOR YOU!!!...1060 2ND 6BD 2/
BATH HOUSE CLOSE TO BARS, TV AND
FURNISHED $435 PP 217.345.6210
www.eiprops.com
_________________________11/16
Houses- 7,6,5,4,3 & 2 bedrooms. Washers/Dryers. Dishwashers. Great Locations. Great rates 345-6967.
_________________________11/16
FALL 2013 VERY NICE 4 BEDROOM
HOUSE ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUDED. (217) 549-9348.
_________________________11/16
4 BR 2 BA house at 2150 11th St. 217232-9595. EIUStudentRentals.com
_________________________11/16
Big 3 Bedroom house. Washer/Dryer.
Dishwasher. Off-Street Parking. Central
Air. $900/Month. Available Spring.
217-549-6342.
_________________________11/16
3 bedroom apartments. One block
from campus on 4th Street. Rent starting $260/person. Call Ryan
217-722-4724.
_________________________11/16
Available January 1st. 1 BR Apts. Water
& Trash included. Off-Street Parking.
$400/MO. BuchananSt.com or call
345-1266.
_________________________11/16

For rent
Fall 2013 1,2,& 3 bedroom apartments
available east of campus. NO PETS!
217-345-5832 or RCRRentals.com
_________________________11/16
SO NICE, SO CLOSE 2-5 BEDROOM
HOUSES 217-345-6100
www.jensenrentals.com.
_________________________11/16
3 OR 4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH FURNISHED
OR UNFURNISHED $325-$375 EA. 1140
EDGAR DR. 217-345-6100
www.jbapartments.com.
_________________________11/16
New 2 Bedroom Dishwasher, Refridg,
Stove, Washer/Dryer, Deck, Pet friendly. 276-4509.
_________________________11/16
WWW.JENSENRENTALS.COM.
_________________________11/16
VILLAGE RENTALS 2013-2014 3 & 4 BR
houses w/ washer & dryers. 1 & 2 BR
apartments w/ water & trash p/u included. Close to campus and pet
friendly! Call 217-345-2516 for appt.
_________________________11/16
RENT NOW for best rates on 1, 2, & 3
BDR Apts. www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
_________________________11/16
1st House across from Lantz on 2nd St
(porch swing) 10 month 3 BR up kitchen & bath 3 BR down kitchen 1 1/2
bath wash/dryer "100" dep 200-225 7
stud Rich 345-6868
_________________________11/16
EIUStudentRentals.com 217-345-9595
_________________________11/19
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY- 3 bedroom
apartment 1205 Grant/ 1 bedroom
1207 Grant. FALL 2013- 2,3,4 bedrooms 1812 9th and 2,3 bedrooms
1205/1207 Grant. sammyrentals.com
217-348-0673/ 217-549-4011.
_________________________11/30
CLOSE!!! Across from Buzzard. Apts for
1 or 2. QUIET lifestyle. No pets. Available now or 2nd semester
www.woodrentals.com. Wood Rentals,
Jim Wood, 345-4489.
_________________________11/30
2nd semester leases and leases beginning Fall 2013 available for studio, 1, 2
and 3 bedroom Lincolnwood-Pinetree
Apartments 345-6000.
_________________________11/30
LEASING NOW FOR FALL 2013! GREAT
LOCATIONS, BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED APARTMENTS. 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE. DON'T MISS OUT!
RESERVE YOUR APARTMENT TODAY!
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
345-5022
_________________________11/30
AVAILABLE NOW. 2 BR APTS, STOVE,
FRIG, MICROWAVE, TRASH PD. 2001
S 12TH & 1305 18th STR.
217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
_________________________11/30
Fall 2013, very nice 2, 3, 6 bedroom
houses, town houses, and apts. available. All excellent locations!
217-493-7559 or myeiuhome.com.
_________________________11/16
4 bedroom, 2 bath, washer/dryer. 1210
Division. call 345-5555 ask for Pud.
$1,000 per month/10 month lease.
__________________________12/4
2,3,4,5 Bedroom Units available for Fall
2013 Great Places, Prices, and Locations all within 3 blocks to campus!
217-345-6100
www.jensenrentals.com.
__________________________12/7

Where’s Nyan Cat going?

To check out denads.com, of course!~
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4 BR, 2 BA DUPLEX, STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER, W/D,
TRASH PD. 1520 9th STR
217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
_________________________12/10
NICE 2 BR APTS 2001 S 12th & 1305
18th STR, STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE, TRASH PD. 217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
_________________________12/10
DELUXE 1 BR APTS 117 W POLK &
905 A STR, 1306 & 1308 ARTHUR
AVE STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE,
DISHWASHER, W/D. TRASH PD.
217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
_________________________12/10
2 BR APTS 955 4th STR, STOVE, FRIG,
MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER, GARAGE. WATER & TRASH PD.
217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
_________________________12/10
Coon Rentals Renting now duplexes
and houses. Call 348-7872.
_________________________12/10
5 bedroom, 2 bath house - 4th Street!
Parking, washer/dryer, water, trash, &
LCD TV included. Available August
2013 - $200 per person call
217-369-1887
_________________________12/10

For rent

ONE OR TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE NOW/ FALL 2013. GREAT
LOCATION. CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE. 217-549-5624.
_________________________12/10
2 bedroom apartment for Spring 2013
semester! All inclusive! Call or text
217-273-2048
_________________________12/10
Available Spring semester 2013! 1
bedroom, all inclusive apartment!
Close to campus, pet friendly! Call or
text 217-273-2048
_________________________12/10
Large 2 Bedroom Apt. Close to Campus. All inclusive. Fully Furnished. Pet
Friendly. Now Renting for 2013. Hurry
and sign lease now and get half off first
months rent! Call or text 217-273-2048.
_________________________12/10
1 Bedroom Apt. Best Price in Town! Pet
Friendly. All inclusive. Now renting for
2013. Hurry and sign lease now and
get half off first months rent! Call or
text 217-273-2048.
_________________________12/10
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, over
20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
_________________________12/10
NEW STUDIO AND 1 BEDROOM
APTS.-Available August 2013. W/D,
dishwasher, central heat A/C.
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_________________________12/10

Available August 2013-ONE BLOCK
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 6th
STREET. 1 and 3 bedroom apt.
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_________________________12/10
Now leasing for August 2013- 3 AND
6 BEDROOM HOUSES ONE BLOCK
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 6th
STREET. www.ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249.
_________________________12/10
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_________________________12/10
LEASING NOW FOR FALL 2013! GREAT
LOCATIONS, BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED APARTMENTS. 1,2,3,4 & 5 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE. DON'T MISS OUT!
RESERVE YOUR APARTMENT TODAY!
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET.
345-5022
_________________________12/10
3 and 4 Bedroom units available - very
nice, very clean! 1027 7th street - All
appliances included! Fair price, close
to campus! (217)962-0790
__________________________1/15

217-581-2816
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Act the
troubadour
6 Gp. that includes
Venezuela
10 Show
disapproval
14 Despicable
character
15 __ stick
16 Drive train
component
17 Fly
20 End of eternity?
21 Script snippet
22 Like some
excuses
23 Seafood order
24 Rural valley
25 Fly
31 Lo-cal
32 Longtime
Mississippi
senator
33 Two-minute
warning giver
35 From scratch
36 Opted for
38 Twofold
39 Uncle Sam
poster word
40 Give it up, so to
speak
41 Church alcove
42 Fly
47 Stuff
48 Barrel-bottom
stuff
49 Go up against
52 Smelting waste
53 Sailor’s assent
56 Fly
59 Show whose cast
holds the record
for the most
charted songs on
the Billboard Hot
100
60 Protein-rich bean
61 Soft palate
projection
62 Between ports
63 It usually loses in
war
64 Holiday hires
DOWN
1 Brake
2 Country singer
Keith
3 Bit of subterfuge
4 Manipulate
5 Red wine choice

11/8/12

By Robert Fisher

6 Warmup act
7 Epidermal
opening
8 It can be bruised
9 Fuse into a single
entity
10 Gabfest activity
11 Entrance
requirement,
often
12 Plumbing bends
13 Bank (on)
18 Beastly
19 On the qui vive
23 Jambalaya, e.g.
24 Mustang
contemporaries
25 More than amuse
26 Skid row types
27 Really enjoyed
28 Pours messily
29 Blow
30 Offer with no
intention of
giving, say
34 Beat a hasty
retreat
36 Detergent ad
superlative
37 Hippocratic oath
no-no
38 Spot for a lectern
40 Data storage
medium

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

43 Summer
beverage
44 “No argument
from me!”
45 Spring-__ cycle:
tidal
phenomenon
46 Watch the boob
tube, say
49 Frat party
wear
50 Has a bug, or
bugs

11/8/12

51 Joint sometimes
replaced
52 Eyelid affliction
53 Grad
54 Sharp cry
55 Distinctive
periods
57 Hide-hair
connection
58 “To All the Girls
__ Loved
Before”: 1984 #1
country hit
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HOCKEY

Hockey club hopes
to continue winning
By Dominic Renzetti
Assistant Online Editor

Following a sweep of Indiana, the
Eastern hockey club is now preparing for in-state rival Illinois-Urbana
Champaign.
The club came away with two wins
last weekend, taking down the Hoosiers 6-2 on Friday and 7-2 on Saturday. The two wins bring the season
record to 5-4-1.
“The weekend went very well for
us, it was a great way to prepare and
get ready for the tough upcoming
weekends we have ahead,” junior forward Andrew Maronich said.
After opening up a 3-0 lead in the
first period on Friday, the Panthers
were able to hold on to a 6-2 win in
the first game. The team allowed two
goals in the second period, but were
able to put three more goals in the
net to seal the win in the third.
“After such a great start in the first
period, the second period was a huge
let down, but at the same time we
knew we could put some goals in and
still win the game,” senior forward
Connor Cox said.
For the second game, Maronich
said the team focused on playing
three whole periods of hockey.
“We have had some games where
we look like the best team in the
league for a period, but then the

next period we look like one of the
worst,” he said. “So, really focusing
on all 60 minutes of the game was
something that we needed to do. In
the second game, goals weren’t coming easy for us at the start. We were
really firing pucks on net and making things happen, but goals just
weren’t coming.”
Despite the slow start, the team
managed to pull off the sweep, winning 7-2. The team now has its sights
set on the Fighting Illini.
Despite having not played against
the team for a few years, Maronich
said it is still a big rivalry for the
team.
“U of I is definitely a game that
we all circle on our calendar,” he said.
“They are easily the closest school we
play in distance from each other, and
a lot of players on both teams know
of each other from either high school,
or club hockey that they have played
in the past.”
The team will play two games
against Illinois this weekend. The first
game is at 10:20 p.m. Friday, while
the second game is at 4:20 p.m. Saturday. Both games are at the University of Illinois Ice Arena in Champaign.
Dominic Renzetti can
be reached at 581-2812
or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.

SWIMMING

Panthers set
for home opener
By Aldo Soto
Staff Reporter
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Lauren Doyle, a senior center, has scored 55 points this season. The Panthers will travel to Georgia Tech to take on
the Yellowjackets at 11 a.m. on Sunday.

Doyle sees success in China

By Nicholas Ruffolo
Staff Reporter

After capturing the Guangzhou
Zeng Cheng International Women’s
Invitational Sevens Tournament title
with the USA Women Eagles, senior
center Lauren Doyle returned to the
U.S. with added enthusiasm.
“As a player it has boosted my confidence,” Doyle said. “I feel like I can go
into Dubai and go hard the first game
I am in. I was a little hesitant in China
because I had the ‘first game jitters.’”
The team began the tourney with
group play and swept all three teams
their group. In the first match, the
Eagle Sevens defeated Singapore by
a score of 59-0, with Doyle scoring
her first international try in the process.

The remaining two matches went
in favor of the Eagles as well, with
wins over the Philippines and China,
52-0 and 36-5, respectively.
Doyle and the national team then
took on Thailand in the quarterfinals,
dominating on defense en route to a
45-0 victory.
After taking out Kazakhstan in the
semi-finals 35-7, the table was set for a
match against South Africa in the final.
The South African National Team
displayed the same prowess as the
United States in the tourney, outscoring opponents 143-24.
In the final, the Eagles jumped
out to a 12-0 lead, and then took the
12-point advantage into the half. After adding 12 more points in the second half, the Eagles defeated South
Africa 24-0 with Doyle tallying a try

in the contest.
“(South Africa) was fast,” Doyle
said.” “There are some big tackles that
get made here on the International level; it is a whole different aura as a team.”
Doyle scored in every start she made,
totaling four trys for the tournament.
Following the win in China, Doyle
returned to the United States and flew
into Charleston in time to compete
for Eastern that weekend. In Saturday’s game she scored three tries, giving her 11 on the collegiate season.
Up next for Doyle and the national team is the beginning of the Women’s Sevens World Series (WSWS) in
Dubai. The tournament will begin on
Nov. 29 and will conclude Dec. 1.
Nicholas Ruffolo can be reached
at 581-2812 or nfruffolo@eiu.edu.
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Along with the family-like bond,
the Panthers have developed a winning mentality and recommitted to
football, something Watkins also noted was a major reason why the Panthers
have had the biggest turnaround in the
OVC.
“The biggest change has been being more focused this season,” he said.
“We were focused in other years, but
not as focused as we are this year. Ev-

eryone was focused on partying and
the outside stuff, but this year we are
all focused and keyed in on the season.”
This recommitment has the Panthers
in position to start the New Era of Eastern football with at least a share of the
conference title with a win over Southeast Missouri on Saturday.
“Winning a championship my senior year would be great,” Watkins said.

“I just want to be remembered and
know that I was here to start the New
Era.”
Watkins and the Panthers will
look to clinch a conference championship when they host Southeast Missouri at 11 a.m. Saturday at
O’Brien Field.
Jordan Pottorff can be reached
at 581-2812 or jbpottorff@eiu.edu.

The Eastern’s men’s swim team will
look for its first victory of the year as it,
along with the women’s team, will host
its first home meet of the year against
Ball State on Friday.
The men are looking to bounce back
in a big way after an underwhelming
performance against Illinois-Chicago
where head coach Elliott McGill said
they ran into a strong opponent.
At 0-2 the men are hoping to replicate their first performance, when despite a 112-88 loss, McGill said the team
came out with a lot of energy and were
able to sustain it throughout the meet.
All though this meet comes 13 days
after the previous meet, the Panthers
still have seen more action than their
opponents from Ball State as the Cardinals have competed in just an intrasquad meet in late October.
The Cardinals come in to Charleston
with a rather young team.
Only four of the 17 swimmers are
seniors for Ball State and seven of the
Cardinals are underclassmen.
Eastern’s team is no stranger to underclassmen, but McGill said he has been
impressed with his freshmen class so far,
highlighting the early performance of
Dylan Ferguson and Conner Conroy.
The women’s team is coming off a
tough loss against the Flames, but with
consistent performances by senior Hailey Foss and freshman Kaylee Morris
they seem on the edge of a breakout
meet as a whole.

McGill said the women had solid
times in Chicago, as he pointed out a
pair of juniors in Mary Lacine and Kate
Paige on their swims.
Ball State’s women’s swim team began its year with a second-place finish
at the Indiana Intercollegiate, and have
recorded two wins against Akron and
Bowling Green with respective scores of
162-137 and 176.5-117.5.
Head coach, Kristy Castillo, said the
women’s team has been showing great
consistency in their races from week to
week.
Junior Haley Richter led the Cardinals against Bowling Green, winning
three individual events and claiming
victory in a relay.
Senior captain, Colin McGill, said
the team is looking forward to their first
home meet.
“We love seeing the bleachers packed
for our meets with all the great EIU
swim fans,” McGill said. “Also, with
Ray Padovan being inducted into the
hall of fame this weekend we know we
will have a lot of alumni down here
supporting us, so it adds some extra excitement to the meet.”
This meet marks half of the home
meets the Panthers will have all year
long as the second one will not come
until February.
The meet will begin at 4 p.m. on Friday at Eastern’s Padovan Pool inside
Lantz Arena.
Aldo Soto can
be reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Congrats to #EIU volleyball player Stephanie Arnold on receiving the Scholar Athlete Award for the 2011-12 season.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

West Division
of OVC loaded
with talent
By Alex McNamee
Staff Reporter

With the addition of Belmont to
the Ohio Valley Conference, the basketball league is separated into divisions for the first time this season.
The Eastern women’s basketball
team will be in the West Division,
which includes Austin Peay, Murray State, Southern Illinois-Edwardsville, Southeast Missouri and Tennessee-Martin.
Eastern head coach Lee Buchanan
said the West Division looks like the
tougher of the two; after all, a team
from what is now the West Division
has won the OVC Tournament title
11 times since 2000, including the
last seven.
The OVC’s East Division features
Tennessee Tech, Eastern Kentucky,
Morehead State, Tennessee State,
Jacksonville State, and newly added
Belmont.
Teams will play every team within
its division twice and everyone outside of it once, as opposed to the old
method of playing every team twice.
“There is some parity in this
league,” Buchanan said. “Right now,
some of the better teams are on our
side. People will tell you that goes in
cycles.”
Buchanan said being unable to
play every team twice will disillusion
the conference champion because it
becomes more challenging to beat a
team the third time once they get into
the conference tournament.
“The coaches in this league are
good at scouting and find your weaknesses pretty quickly,” Buchanan said.
However, playing every team twice
would mean playing 24 conference
games, where as the teams only play
about 30 regular season games total.
That’d be hard to do with non-conference matchups, Buchanan said.
Even so, Buchanan said the way the

league is set up doesn’t allow teams to
fall asleep without consequences.
“I look at our side and there’s not
an easy one,” Buchanan said. “You
better win your home games.”
When it comes down to tournament time, Buchanan said the team
can’t be worried about anything but
itself.
He said the health and confidence
of the team is as important as anything to gain momentum going into
the tournament, which the Panthers
have entered as one of the top two
seeds in three of the past four years,
but haven’t won.
“We’ve knocked on the door,” Buchanan said. “The difficult part is
there’s no secret formula. If we knew
the formula, we’d put it in play.”
The winner of the tournament will
probably be the team that shoots the
ball with the best percentage, Buchanan said — something the Panthers
haven’t done in recent years.
The Panthers earned a bye as the
No. 2 seed last year, directly into the
semifinal round, but shot 36.9 percent from the floor and lost the game.
In the West Division, TennesseeMartin and Austin Peay have each
won two tournament titles in the last
four years.
Tennessee-Martin is returning its
top scorers, including Heather Butler.
Butler is the preseason player of the
year in the conference, along side Jasmine Newsome. Newsome and Butler
were voted into the OVC preseason
All-American team.
Also on that list: Eastern seniors
Ta’Kenya Nixon, Mariah King and
Sydney Mitchell.
The Panthers open their season on
the road at 6:05 p.m. Friday against
Indiana State in Terre Haute, Ind.
Alex McNamee can
be reached at 581-2812
or admcnamee@eiu.edu.
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Top Cat

with Chavar Watkins, wide receiver
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Chavar Watkins, a red-shirt senior wide receiver, has totaled 463 yards this season for four touchdowns with 42
receptions. Watkins had a season-high 140 yards in the game against Tennessee Tech, which outshone his best
game last season against Northwestern with three catches for 26 yards.

Watkins’ winning ways
Family-like team reason for success
By Jordan Pottorff
Sports Editor

Red-shirt senior wide receiver Chavar Watkins has had an up-and-down
career at Eastern. He was on the 2009
Ohio Valley Conference championship
team, but he was also on the 2010 and
2011 teams that combined to win four
games.
Fortunately, Watkins’ career looks
like it will be ending on a high note as
the Panthers are just one win away from
clinching a share of the OVC championship in Watkins’ final year on campus.
“It’s great to go out in your senior
season knowing you have a chance to
be a conference champion,” Watkins
said. “We really worked for it, so I feel
like it is earned.”
This season, the Sunrise, Fla., native
has teamed up with fellow wide receiv-

ers Chris Wright and Erik Lora to create one of the most prolific receiving
cores in program history, combining to
total 2,470 yards and 22 touchdowns in
just nine games.
Watkins credited their success as a receiving core to the amount of work they
put in this offseason to improve their
chemistry with junior quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo.
“It was a lot of hard work throughout the spring and throughout the summer,” he said. “Me and Jimmy (Garoppolo) and the other wide receivers did a
lot of work. We did one-on-one drills
to build chemistry and to improve our
timing.”
Individually, Watkins has totaled a
career-best 463 yards and four touchdowns on 42 receptions, including a career-best 140-yard performance in the
Panthers’ win over Tennessee Tech on
Saturday. Watkins also added a touch-

down on a 61-yard reception.
“My numbers are pretty close to
where I want them to be,” Watkins said.
“We still have a couple games to go
and the postseason, but I’m really not a
number guy. As long as we are winning
and I’m contributing to the team, that’s
all that matters to me.”
The winning ways were absent the
last two seasons, but Watkins credited
the new coaching staff and their family-like bond as the main reason the Panthers are contending for a conference
championship in 2012.
“The main thing is team chemistry,
it’s like a family now,” Watkins said.
“When Coach Babers and his coaching staff came in, they really focused on
putting us together as a team and making it family-based. We have put in a lot
of work, but just to be in the position
we are in right now, it feels great.”
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VOLLEYBALL

Panthers win in four, clinch sixth seed
By Anthony Catezone
Assistant Sports Editor

The Eastern volleyball team clinched
the sixth seed in the Ohio Valley Conference Tournament on the heels of
a conference win over in-state rival
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville.
The Panthers downed the Cougars in
a four-set battle (25-17, 25-27, 25-23,
25-21).
Eastern came out of the gates firing
in the first set, as the Panthers jumped
out to an early 7-1 lead on the Cougars.
The set was never in question, as Eastern led from start to finish and did not
allow Edwardsville to tie the set once.
The game did not remain as lopsided as the first set. Eastern out-hit Edwardsville .333 to .122 in that first set.
However, the Panthers did not manage
to hit over .160 in the final three sets of
the match.
Despite offensive struggles such as 11
serving aces and 31 errors on the attack,
the Panthers were able to best their in-

state rival and clinch the sixth overall
seed in the OVC Tournament.
“When things start to crumble we have
to pull together as a team,” middle hitter Stephanie Arnold said. “I think different things started to fall apart. We missed
serves, I myself made a couple errors, just
mental errors and you have to keep focus.”
Keeping focus seems difficult when
times become array, but the red-shirt
junior said it is all about having your
teammate’s back.
“You have to look at the girl next to
you and say, ‘all right, I’m going to put
this ball down for you,’” Arnold said.
“You can’t be wrapped up in yourself. You
have to be there for your teammates.”
On the stat sheet, senior Emily
Franklin was the offensive leader after
missing several games because of “lineup changes.” She led all players with 17
kills behind a .233 attack.
“I know what my abilities are and I
know that my teammates bring those
abilities out to the fullest,” Franklin said.
“We were all just clicking. I have to give

credit to Marah (Bradbury) her sets were
amazing. It was working tonight, and
hopefully it will for the rest of our season.”
Junior Reynae Hutchinson was one
of five Panthers with double-digit digs.
Hutchinson notched 13, and fell one kill
shy of her 26th career double-double.
Freshman setter Marah Bradbury
rounded out the five with 11 digs.
Bradbury once again led all players in
assists with 46. The performance marks
Bradbury’s sixth career double-double.
This is the first time Eastern has made
the tournament since the 2005 season. Since beginning OVC play winless
through its first five games, Eastern is now
8-2 in the conference with one match left.
“Our start was a little rough,” Arnold
said. “We all knew what we wanted to
achieve, which was get to the tournament, it feels good to finally pull out
these wins at the end of the season and
get into the tournament.”
Franklin said the drastic turnaround
can be credited to the team’s comfort level.
“The lineups were always in and out,”
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Marah Bradbury, a freshman setter, goes up to block the ball Wednesday
in Lantz Arena. The Panthers won the match Wednesday, despite losing
their last series against Southern Illinois-Edwardsville 0-3 at Edwardsville
on Sept. 25.

Franklin said. “Our hard work every single day in practice and making sure that
everyone brings their best qualities, then
putting that all together as a team, is
what has led to (our recent success).”
The Panthers will look to continue

that success as they host OVC newcomer Belmont at 5:30 p.m. Friday to close
out the regular-season schedule.
Anthony Catezone can be reached
at 581-2812 or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

